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Notes 

Koji Yonekura 3 and Hiroyoshi Ohashi 15 : A New Name of the East Asian Plant of 
Nephrophyllidium crista-galli (Menyanthaceae) 


Nephrophyllidium crista-galli (Menzies ex 
Hook.) Gilg (Menyanthaceae) is the only 
representative of the genus Nephrophylli¬ 
dium. This species has generally been known 
under Fauria Franch. (1886), as F. crista- 
galli (Menzies) Makino. The generic name 
Fauria was dedicated to a French plant col¬ 
lector Urbain Faurie (1847-1914) who col¬ 
lected a large number of Japanese and 
Korean plants and found this species in Mt. 
Hakkoda in Aomori Prefecture, the northern¬ 
most area of Honshu, Japan. However, the 
generic name is confusable with a Protea- 
ceous genus Faurea Harv. (1847) which is 
distributed in Madagascar and tropical to 
southern Africa. These names have already 
been regarded to be homonymous and 
Nephrophyllidium has been adopted instead 
of Fauria in many references such as Willis 
(1966), Farr et al. (1979), Brummitt (1992), 
Mabberley (1997) and others. The Commit¬ 
tee for Spermatophyta of IAPT concluded 
that the names of both genera were homony¬ 
mous and that Nephrophyllidium is the cor¬ 
rect name for Fauria (Brummitt 2001). 

Nephrophyllidium was named on the basis 
of N. crista-galli, which was originally de¬ 
scribed as Menyanthes crista-galli Menzies 
from northwestern North America. The ge¬ 
neric name is hetrotypic from Fauria that 
was based on F. japonica Franch. 

Nephrophyllidium crista-galli (Menzies ex 
Hook.) Gilg is distributed in northwestern 
North America and disjunctively in East 
Asia (south Kuriles, Hokkaido and north and 
central Honshu). Gillett (1968) separated the 
East Asian plants from the North American 
ones as a distinct subspecies, Fauria crista- 
galli subsp. japonica (Franch.) J. M. Gillett. 
The East Asian plants differ from the North 


American ones by their smaller flowers, in 
which the corolla lobes between principal 
lateral nerves ca. 2 mm wide and anthers ca. 
2 mm long in the former, while the corolla is 
3-3.5 mm wide and anthers ca. 3 mm long in 
the latter. Seeds are also smaller in subsp. ja¬ 
ponica (1.5-1.7 mm long) than subsp. crista- 
galli (2.0-2.2 mm long). Gillett (1968) 
recognized that the chromosome numbers of 
the Asian plant is tetraploid (2n = 68) and 
the American hexaploid (2n = 102). We fol¬ 
low Gillett’s opinion on the status of the East 
Asian plants and propose a combination for 
the East Asian plants under Nephrophylli¬ 
dium. 

Nephrophyllidium crista-galli (Menzies 
ex Hook.) Gilg in Engl. & Prantl, Nat. Pfl.- 
fam. 4 (2): 105, fig. 47 (1895); C. L. Hitchc. 
& al., Vase. PI. Pacific Northwest 4 : 77 
(1959); C. D. K. Cook, Water PI. World: 
329, fig. 149 B (1974). 

Menyanthes crista-galli Menzies ex 
Hook., Bot. Misc. 1: 45, t. 34 (1830). 

Fauria crista-galli (Menzies ex Hook.) 
Makino in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 18 : 15 (1904); 
Gilg in Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 36 . Beibl.: 81 & 84 
(1905); H. Hara, Enum. Spermatoph. Jap. 1: 
130 (1949); Bobrov, FI. URSS 18 : 641 
(1952); Ohwi, FI. Jap.: 958 (1953), ed. Engl.: 
742 (1965); Vorosch., FI. Soviet. Dal’n. 
Vost.: 344 (1966); Hulten, FI. Alaska: 762 
(1968); Satake in Satake & al., Wild Flow. 
Japan Herb. PI. 3 : 36, pi. 31-4 (1981); 
Kharkev., Sosud. Rast. Soviet. Dal’n. Vost. 
5: 243, t. 25 V (1991); Czerep., Vase. PI. 
Russ.: 316 (1995). 

subsp. japonicum (Franch.) Yonek. & H. 
Ohashi, comb. nov. 

Fauria japonica Franch. in Bull. Soc. 
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Philom. Paris ser. 7, 10: 141 (1886) [Type: 
Montagne de Hakkoda. 6 July 1886. Faurie 
813 (P)]. 

Fauria crista-galli (Menzies ex Hook.) 
Makino subsp. japonica (Franch.) J. M. 
Gillet in Canad. J. Bot. 46: 95 (1968); 
Hulten, FI. Alaska: 762, in nota (1968); 
Toyok. & T. Yamaz. in K. Iwats. & al., FI. 
Japan 3a: 158 (1993). 
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Hiroshi Horiuchi: Carex taihokuensis Hayata (Cyperaceae) Newly Found in Japan and 
the Continental China 
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